WITH  THE  STOCK  COMPANIES
theatre, erected within the walls of what was St. Martin's Hall, in Long Acre, opened on Thursday week [October the 24th, 1867], with a new farce, and a five-act drama by Mr. Charles Reade, entitled ' The Double Marriage/ The interior of the house is singularly elegant, and the arrangements for the convenience of the audience are similar to those of the Holborn Amphitheatre, enabling each spectator to have a clear view of the stage. . . . The front of the boxes and gallery, and the proscenium and columns of the stage, are adorned with classical designs, which testify to the taste of Mr. Albert Moore; and the act-drop is an exquisite painting contained in a circular medallion, by Mr. William Telbin." " The Double Marriage" was founded by Reade on his novel, "White Lies." In spite of mounting which at that time was considered magnificent, the play was not a success. Its failure could hardly have been due to the acting, for, amongst others, the piece 53